
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim & Mary Beth 
“A Million Dreams” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“A Million Dreams” 

Every night I lie in bed 
The brightest colors fill my head 

A million dreams are keeping me awake 
 

I think of what our world could be 
A vision of the one we see 

‘A million dreams’ is all its gonna take 
‘A million dreams’ for the world we’re gonna make 

 
However big, however small 

Let me be part of it all 
Share your dreams with me… 

I want to bring you along to the world I see 
To the world we close our eyes to see… 

We close our eyes to see… 



Our Letter  
 

 

To a Most Special Person… 

 

From the bottom of our hearts, we want to thank you for taking the time to consider us as potential 
adoptive parents.  We appreciate the opportunity to share our story so you can learn a little more about 
us.  As a couple who has been touched by God’s love and grace in so many ways, we are extremely grateful 
to Him and trust in His goodness for our future.  We are truly humbled by your choice to take this path, 
making such a monumental decision on behalf of your child.  What an amazing act of love and care for 
this precious one who is on the way.  We can only imagine how overwhelming this journey may be for you 
and want to honor you for your tremendous courage.  In entering this journey with you, we share an 
understanding that you come with your own unique story and we hold the highest regard for you.  We 
pray that you would feel strong comfort, wisdom, and peace from our loving heavenly Father who holds 
you close during this time as you move forward in whatever way you believe is best for you and this child 
who is a gift to the world.  As you read this book, we hope you sense our excitement, settled assurance, 
and joy about beginning this season of parenthood.  This incredible honor to parent a child would be our 
dream come true!  We cannot wait to pour our love onto the child the Lord places into our arms and into 
our lives.  We want you to feel confident that if we are chosen, we will strive to provide a most loving, 
nurturing, and supportive home for this little one…and throw in lots of fun and laughter too!  In raising 
this child, we especially wish to honor you and your decision.  As this child grows, they will know how very 
loved they are by you, by us, and by their heavenly Father.  That is our deepest desire and purpose. 

 

With sincere thanks, 

Mary Beth & Jim   

 



About Us  
Our journey began when we met in high school and fell in love.  Jim was two years older than me and was 
in the same graduating class as my older sister.  We had grown up in the same neighborhood, right around 
the corner from each other, but never officially met till our late teens.  It is neat that we can now talk 
about our memories from the neighborhood since we knew many of the same friends, and our parents 
even knew each other from their younger years!  When I was 17 and Jim was 19 (I was still in high school 
and he was in his first year of college), he called me one night out of the blue to ask me on a date.  I was 
so surprised and excited that he had noticed me since we had only spoken to one another a few times 
before that.  We had the most fun time on our first date.  We went to a carnival, a lilac festival, dinner, a 
movie, and a party…all in one night!  We love to reminisce about how special our first date was to us.  We 
felt comfortable and familiar with each other right from the start.  Our first date was on May 14th.  Four 
years later on that same day, Jim took me back to the lilac festival to celebrate.  As we walked together 
again among the trees, Jim put my engagement ring on a lilac branch when my back was turned and then 
asked me to come smell the flowers on that tree. When I finally saw the ring, he got down on his knee and 
proposed.  It was very romantic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Beth and I got married in our early twenties and have been married for several years.  We both feel 
like our love for each other keeps getting stronger and stronger.  In many ways, we grew up together.  
Although we each had a head start, we supported each other through finishing our college degrees in the 
earlier years of marriage.  Our other adventures include moving out of our home state, starting our 
careers, raising two fur-babies (our previous male dog, Cameron, and our current female dog, Colbie), and 
completing many home-improvement projects!  We have enjoyed taking vacations together to places out 
of the country such as Mexico, Aruba, and St. Lucia; as well as places within the U.S. such as New York 
City; Savannah, Ga; Hilton Head, SC, and Baltimore, MD.  We moved to Texas in 2017.  We love living in 
Texas and know that God brought us here. We are thankful for our home in a great neighborhood with all 
the beautiful countryside around us.  Our hardest challenge was the wait we have endured to have a child 
as we both always longed to have a family.  We are beyond ready for our biggest adventure yet--becoming 
parents and giving all the love and opportunities possible to the child who God places with us.  We could 
not be any more excited to be on this journey! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Jim (Written by Mary Beth) 
I fell in love with Jim when I was only 17 years old.  Jim has dark brown 
hair and brown eyes.  The way his brown eyes smiled when he laughed was 
what first melted my heart.  I was drawn to Jim’s playful spontaneous 
side, but I soon came to realize that he was also a very stable and 
hardworking guy.  Once I got to know him more, I was also taken by Jim’s 
tender heart and his stability of character.  Jim has so many practical 
gifts that he uses to help others.  He is very hands-on, has great technical 
knowledge, and can fix just about anything!  Jim is a remarkable problem-
solver and uses this ability every day in his career when he manages his 
logistics team at a leading global company.  Jim earned a bachelor’s degree 
in the applied sciences from the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) in 
New York state.  He has also obtained other work-related certifications 
and has been recognized with some awards for his hard work. 

When he is not working, Jim enjoys hosting people in our home and we 
enjoy cooking together as a team.  Considering Jim’s Italian heritage, he is 
a natural cook especially with Italian food and our family and friends 
often praise him for this skill.  Some things I appreciate most about Jim is 
the way he looks out for my safety, works hard at his job and at home, 
and freely expresses his affection toward me and our fur-baby.  Jim also 
takes great care of our home and yard which I always appreciate.  Jim 
loves to snuggle with me and our sweet dog, Colbie.  He always makes it 
known that he enjoys spending time together and is a very compassionate 
person towards me, family, friends, and even those he does not know.  Jim 
has always been the kind of man to volunteer his help to others, often 
using his practical gifts to bless those in need. 

 

 



Jim has been an amazing husband and friend over the years, and I know he will be the greatest dad!  Jim is 
wonderful with kids and they are always drawn to him.  We have been blessed to enjoy many special 
connections with our nieces, nephews, and our friends’ children.  Time and time again, my heart has been 
warmed to watch these children laugh and play with their “Uncle Jim.”  We have both longed to experience 
this joy with our own children, and I know Jim is beyond excited to start this journey of the adoption 
process.   

Jim has always been an active person. He previously played soccer throughout different periods of his life 
and is currently enjoying biking down the country roads near our house.  I can see Jim being an 
encouraging supporter to our child when it comes to academics, sports, or any other pursuits.  The most 
important thing to me is that Jim and I share a love for Jesus.  We have a strong desire to raise our child 
to know how truly special and loved they are by God and by us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Mary Beth (Written by Jim) 
Mary Beth is an amazing person and I am incredibly grateful that we get to share 
our lives together.  Mary Beth has gorgeous red hair and green eyes.  Her 
beautiful smile was the first thing I noticed when we met and continues to 
capture my attention every single day.  We have grown together as a couple as 
we moved from our home state of New York till we eventually came to Texas.  
We are loving our life together in Texas.  I can honestly say that Mary Beth is my 
best friend and that I can always count on her unconditional love and support.  

Mary Beth graduated from The Ohio State University with a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and a master’s/specialist level degree in school psychology.  She also 
worked hard to earn the credential of a nationally certified school psychologist.  
Mary Beth is currently a licensed specialist in school psychology in the state of 
Texas and works part-time from home for a tele-therapy company that supports 
online education.  Mary Beth has worked with children for several years.  She 
naturally connects with her students and loves helping them build confidence to 
succeed in school through her counseling and encouragement.  As much as I have 
seen Mary Beth’s passion and success in her work with children and school 
professionals, I know beyond doubt that her highest desire and calling is 
motherhood, and I see the excitement in her every day as we move forward 
together in the adoption process. 

Mary Beth was previously a licensed hair stylist and still enjoys styling hair as a 
hobby, helping with weddings, proms, and other events.  In her free time, Mary 
Beth loves to cuddle our sweet dog Colbie.  She also loves to read, bake, hike, 
travel, and spend quality time with her friends and family.  One of her favorite 
recent vacations was a trip we took to Baltimore, Maryland.  The excitement and 
passion that Mary Beth has for the topic of God’s grace is both evident and 
contagious.  I have seen how she applies this understanding of grace to all 
aspects of her life and how she loves to share it with others.  She spends 
countless hours listening to and supporting her close friends and family members 
as they navigate life.  



I love Mary Beth very deeply.  She is a wonderful and supportive wife.  She is the most compassionate and 
genuine person I know.  It was exceedingly difficult for me to see her disappointed and discouraged by not 
being able to have children.  I know she has dreamed about being a mom since she was a little girl and has 
refused to let go of that dream ever since.  I have seen her nurturing and affectionate ways demonstrated 
repeatedly when we watch our nieces, nephews, and friends’ children.  There is absolutely no doubt in my 
mind that she will be a terrific mom and that our child will be extremely loved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Colbie Jane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Two years ago, we were blessed to welcome Colbie into our family!  She is a tri-color Australian Shepherd 
with beautiful blue eyes.  We adopted her when she was a small puppy and she is now two years old.  
Colbie has been the most amazing pet.  We just fell in love with her!  She is super sweet, smart, 
affectionate, playful, and so much more.  Colbie is social and loves to play with other dogs and children.  
The neighborhood kids enjoy her so much that they often come to the door asking for her to play!  They all 
run around together in our front yard.  Colbie loves to take walks, fetch the ball, play with her toys, and 
snuggle up close to us whenever she can.  She has learned the names of each of her toys and will even 
retrieve them on command.  She is a very loyal and loving girl! 



 

Our Home 
We live in a four-bedroom ranch on a one-acre lot in a neighborhood out in the country.  We love the 
serene feel of the neighborhood when we take walks together.  There is a lake, swing set, and pretty 
trees all around.  The countryside surrounding our neighborhood has beautiful wooded areas, as well as 
fields with wide open spaces, horses, and cattle.  There are several children in our neighborhood, and our 
next-door neighbors/friends just adopted a baby girl about a year ago.  We have enjoyed witnessing their 
journey and loving on their sweet child.  Not too far from our neighborhood, there is a small town-square 
with a quaint setting which offers outdoor movie nights and a monthly farmer’s market.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Nursery  
We are so eager for our little one to arrive that we have already started decorating the nursery!  Jim 
painted it a soft green color and we have chosen a classic looking crib.  We cannot wait to continue 
adding special elements to make it so cozy and welcoming!  Our excitement to share our home with a 
child is strong in our hearts and we look forward to creating many great memories as a family.  We both 
plan to take time off from work when the baby is born, and our family members have already expressed 
their enthusiasm to come and help when the time comes.  Mary Beth is blessed to currently work from 
home part-time.  She is also considering devoting herself to motherhood full-time once the baby arrives so 
she can fully embrace this season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary Beth’s Family 
Mary Beth was born and raised in western New York.  Mary Beth has an older sister (Rebecca), a younger 
brother (Chad), and two younger sisters (Sarah and Ashley).  Mary Beth’s parents, including her mom and 
stepfather, as well as her father and all her siblings except Sarah, still live in the Rochester area.  Sarah 
now lives in sunny Florida.  We are close with all her family members and communicate with them 
frequently by phone, texts, and visits.  Mary Beth is so thankful for her family and each one is dear to her. 
Since they were so close in age, Mary Beth and Rebecca were especially close growing up and have 
remained so through their adult years.  Rebecca and her husband, Jason, have four wonderful children.  
Chad and his wife, Jennifer, have two terrific kids.  Ashely recently was married to Tim, who has three 
children.  The love that we feel for our nephews and nieces is indescribable!  The relationships with them 
have brought great joy and warmth to our hearts. Mary Beth’s large family is a wonderful support 
network!  They are also a fun bunch who enjoy lots of laughter! The excitement they feel for us to start 
our family is beyond words.  They have longed and prayed on our behalf and cannot wait to fully enjoy 
their roles as grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins when this special child arrives!  Mary Beth’s mother 
and sister, Rebecca, have been especially invested in supporting us as we enter the adoption process and 
wanted to share their hearts in this book.  Their letters are shown on the following page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear niece or nephew,  
 
I am your Aunt Rebecca! I’ve been waiting and praying 
for you to arrive for a long time. I want you to know I’m 
the fun Aunt! When we are together, we will be making a 
big mess and getting our hands dirty making mud pies, 
painting and gluing to make amazing works of art, and 
building large forts in the living room! I can’t wait to play 
in the sandbox with you, go to the zoo, and help you 
grow your first veggie garden, and take you camping! 
Your cousins are excited for you to join our family as 
well! I think you are really going to love them! Justin is an 
amazing game player, Jordan will want to teach you 
photography and take you kayaking , Isabella is great 
with fashion (so you will always look good), and Jagger 
will bring you fishing any time you want! Your Uncle 
Jason is a big softy, kindhearted, amazing cook. I think 
you are really going to love him. We all are so happy you 
are going to be a part of our family and we look forward 
to all the special times we are going to have together. We 
love you immensely! 
 
Love,  
Aunt Rebecca, Uncle Jason, Justin, Jordan, Isabella, and 
Jagger xoxoxo 

 

 
Our family, for as long as I can remember, has always 
been ecstatic about children. It is safe to say we are, and 
have always been, enthralled with anything to do with 
them, but especially if they are in our own family!! Oh the 
joy of new life and everything that entails...the good, the 
challenging, and the messy! But now, once again, we are 
talking about another precious child of our own 
family...our ‘babies’ are having their own baby and we are 
ecstatic indeed, excited to embrace this child for whom 
we all have prayed for and have longed to see and hold!  
 
We cannot wait to see Mary Beth and Jim receive, love, 
and nurture the child they have desired and prepared 
for…their dream finally come true at long last! We could 
explode with joy over just the thought of ‘Who is this 
precious soul?’ the Lord has chosen to place in the arms 
of this wonderful and deserving couple? We, as their 
parents, are biting at the bit to enjoy the manifestation 
and fruition of their dream. How blessed they will be!! 
How blessed this child will be to have them as parents!! 
How blessed we will be to experience all of this and watch 
them grow as a family!! Praise God!! Yes, we are 
ready...Come home, little one...Welcome home into the 
hearts and arms of the family who has waited anxiously to 
finally lay eyes on you and love on you in person...because 
we’ve been waiting to meet you. It is for you, child, 
we have prayed!! ❤❤❤ 
 
Love, Grandma Diane & Grandpa Gregg 
 

LETTER FROM MARY BETH’S SISTER 

LETTER FROM MARY BETH’S MOTHER 

“For this child we have prayed.” 

1 Samuel 1:27 



Jim’s Family 
Jim was born and raised in western New York.  Jim grew up with both parents and one younger brother 
(Jerry).  Unfortunately, Jim lost his mom when he was 16 years old, and his father passed on several years 
ago.  Jim enjoys many good memories of his childhood and is grateful for the influence both his parents 
had on his life.  They were a close-knit Italian family.  His father was a brick mason and built houses.  Jim 
and his dad were especially close.  Jim worked with him as a teenager and learned many great practical 
skills.  After we were married, Mary Beth had a close relationship with Jim’s stepmom who taught her 
various cooking and homemaking skills.  Jim’s brother Jerry now lives in North Carolina and has two 
teenage children.  We treasure the special bond we have with our nephew and niece and have enjoyed 
many memories with them.  Uncle Jim and Noah like to have fun and are a lot alike.  Aunt Mary Beth has 
loved the special girl time she shares with Hannah and they keep up with each other regularly through 
texting. We look forward to visiting or vacationing with them each year.  They all came to Texas this past 
Christmas and we had such a fun time!  Jim’s family will be so excited to become an uncle and cousins! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Friends & Church 
We are extremely blessed to have close friends who are like family to us!  
These friendships are long-term and very established.  This is a community 
that has also prayed for us to have a child.  They will be thrilled to see this 
come to pass and are looking forward to loving this child with us!  We have 
laughed together and enjoyed so many fun memories with these friends.  
They have embraced our place in their own children’s lives to the degree 
that we have been honored to have their children call us “aunt and uncle.”  
The quality time we have spent with these children has been such a gift to 
us.  Our involvement in their lives has included Mary Beth’s presence at two 
of their births; and we have also provided babysitting, prayer, 
support/counsel, and encouragement to both the parents and their children.  
Over the years, we have spent many holidays with these “friends-like-
family” and the roots of these connections go deep.  There will be many 
more fun memories to come!  We have also made great new friends in Texas! 

We attend a non-denominational Christian church and we could not be more 
grateful to be a part of it.  Their focus is on God’s extravagant love and life-
transforming grace which means everything to us.  The messages have 
provided much encouragement and brought life in so many ways.  It is a 
wonderful community of people and we feel very at home and comfortable 
there.  We look forward to continuing to attend there as a family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank You! 
We hope you have enjoyed learning some things about us and our journey.  Our prayers and admiration are 
with you no matter what you decide!  We welcome any questions you may still have about us and would 
love learning more about you too if there was anything you would like to share.  If chosen, we promise to 
love this child unconditionally and to impart God’s amazing love to them.  We would celebrate them in 
every way, including sharing their adoption story with them of how they were given an incredible 
sacrificial gift by you.  If you had the desire to share something that is meaningful to you and your family 
like a family recipe, ornament, or tradition, we would be excited to incorporate that into our family 
traditions as a way to honor you throughout this child’s life.  We believe that this child has a truly special 
calling from God and is the fulfillment of so many longings and prayers.  The enormous joy that comes 
from this child’s life will be a testimony to all about the faithfulness and goodness of the Lord!  Here are 
some of the lyrics of a song that has encouraged and spoken to our hearts in the waiting.  We hope they 
will bless you too… 

 
It’s like the brightest sunrise  

Waiting on the other side of the darkest night 
Don’t ever lose hope…hold on and believe… 

That you just haven’t seen it…just haven’t seen it yet. 
 

You’re closer than you think you are… 
Only moments from the break of dawn 

All His promises are just up ahead 
You just haven’t seen it…just haven’t seen it yet. 

 
He is moving with a love so deep 

Hallelujah for the victory! 
Good things are coming even when we can’t see 

We can’t see it yet, but we believe it. 
 

“Haven’t Seen it Yet” 
Song by Danny Gokey 



 
 


